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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NO 23787

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS UNDER
THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910

FORT WORTH AND DENVER RAILWAY COMPANY

May 21, 1958

Accident near Stamford, Tex , on Qctober 16, 1957, caused by failure to take required
precautions in the operation of a track motorcar

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION]
TUGGLE, Commissioner

On October 16, 1957, there was a collision between a track motorcar and a freight train on
the Fort Worth and Denver Railway near Stamford, Tex , which resulted in the death of one mainte-
nance-of-way employee

1
Under authorlty of section 17 (2} of the Interstate Commerce Act the above-entitled proceeding was
referred by the Commiesion to Commlssioner Tuggle for conslderation and dispositian
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Location of Acclident and Method of Operation

This accident occurred on that part of the Wichila Falls Divislan extending between Wichlta
Falls and Stamford, Tex , 112 65 miles Ir the vicinity of the point of accident this 1s a single-
track line over which tralns are operated by timetable and train orders There 1s no block system
in use The accident occurred on the main track at a point 5 34 miles sast of Stamford  In the
vicinity of the pomnt of accldent the mawn track 1s laid on a trestle 251 feet In length The west
end of the trestle is located 4 feet east of the point of accident  From the east on the maln track
there 15 0 langent 2,987 feet 1n length to the point of accident and 70 feet westward From the
west there are, 1n successlon, a tangent 4,751 teet in length, a 230 curve to the right 525 feet,
and the tangent on which the accident occurred The grade for westbound trains in the immediate
vicinity of the point of accident 15 0 07 percent ascendting

[rack metorcar setofls are located at ncints 302 feet east and 664 {eet west of the point of
accident

This carrier’s rules for the operation of track moetorcars read 1n part as follows

57 Foremen ln golng to and from their work, and all persons uslng hand or motor cars,
musl exercise care io avold agccident 1n places where the view of the track ls obscured
they muat protect themeelvea with proper signola when necessary

73 Employes operating motor or track cars must, when practicakle, obtain lineup on
movement of ‘rains before foullng a main track  Addllional lineups must be obtalned during
the day when communlcalion is avallable and conditions requlre

The recelpt of a lineup does nol relieve operator of motor or track car of the responsi-
billty ol protectlng car as prescribed by the rules

LA B 4

The maximum authorized speed for freight trains 1s 35 miles per hour and for track motor-
cars 15 miles per hour

Description of Accident

On the day of the gcecident a track supervaisor departed westbound from Wichita Falls on a
track motorcar After stepping at Seymour, Munday, and Haskell, the last open office, 51 90 miles,
75 81 miles, and 96 88 miles, respectively, west of Wichita Falls, the track supervisor proceeded
westward on the lrack motorcar and stopped at a point 5 34 miles east of Stamford Shortly after,
the track motorcar was struck by No 78

Neo 78, an eastbound second-class freight train, consisted of diesel-electric unit 817,
15 car-, and a raboose This train departed trom Stamford at 5 10 p m, B hours 10 minutes late,
and whiie moving at an estimated speed of 10 miles per hour 1t struck the track motarcar

None of the equipment was derailled The track meotorcar stopped against the front end of
the locomotive 120 feet east of the point of collision  The track motorcar was damaged slightly
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The track supervisor was killed
The weather was cloudy at the time of the accldent, which occurred at 5 20 p m.

During the 30-day period preceding the day of the accident the average dally movement (n
the vicinity of the point of accident was 1 73 trains

The track motorcar 15 of the belt-drive type, powered by a l-cylinder § to 8 horsepower
enaine, and equipped with 4-wheel brakes It Is provided wlth an adjustable canvas windshileld
It welghs 625 pounds

Discussion

As the track supervisor proceeded westward from Wichita Falls on the track motorcar, stops
were made at Seymour, Munday, and Haskell, where he inquired about the location of No 78 He
was Informed by the agent-operator at each of these points that No 78 was expected to depart from
Stamford at 500 p m The track motorcar geparted from Haskell about 4 30 p m Before depart-
Ing, the track supervisor {nformed the agent-operaror at that point that he Intended to proceed west-
ward and to clear No 78 by setting the track motorcar off at a seioff located B 12 miles west of
Haskell The accldent cccurred at a point 2 31 mlles west of that setoff The view of an east-
bound train from the polnt of accldent is restricted by curvature of the track and vegetation to G
distance of approximately 1,000 feet It is apparent thal the track supervisor did not become
aware that No 78 was approaching in sufficient time to set the track motorcor off at either of the
setoffs located near the point of accideni

As No 78 was approoching the point where the accident occurred the speed was gbout 35
miles per hour The enginemen und the front brakeman were in the control compartment of the
diesel-glectric unit, and the conductor and flagman were in the caboose The brakes of this traln
had been tested and had functioned properly when used en route The headlight was lighted
brightly The engineer sald that he sounded the hotn as the traln was approaching the curve west
of the point of accldent The view of the track ahead In the vicinlty of the point of accident from
the control compartment of the diesel-electric unlt of an eastbound traln is materially restricted
by curvature of the track and vegetation The englneer said that he observed the track motorcar
and the track supervisor standing beside it when they were about 1,000 feet distant He thought
that the track motorcar was In the clear He sald that when the train was about 660 feet west of
the track motorcar he observed that 1t was occupylng the ma.n track He immediately inttiated an
emergency brake application and sounded o warning cn the horn  He said that the track supervisor
was attempting to push the track motorcar eastward when the collision occurred The enginemen
estimaled that the speed of the traln was about 10 miles per hour when the collision occurred

The rules of the carrier require that employees operating track motorcars must exercise
care to avold accldents In places where the view of the track is obscured they must protect them-
selves with proper slanals when nece ssary When pmctlc&ble, a lineup on movements of trains
must be obtained before fouling a main trock, and additional lineups must be obtalned during the
day when communication i1s avallable and condltions require The receipt of a lineup, however,
does not relleve the operator of a track motorcar of the responsibility of protecting the track motor-
cor as prescribed by the rules In the instant case the track superviser died as a result of injurles
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recelved 1n the accident and it could not be determtned why he failed to clear No 78 by setting the
track motorcar off elther ai the setoff located B 12 miles west of Haskell as he origlnally Inlended
or af a setofl west of that point

During the past 10 years the Commission has investigaled 68 collisions, Including Lhe
oresent case, tn which track motorcars were involved These accidents resulted In the death of
91 persons and the injury of 216 persons

Cause

Thls accldent was caused by fallure to take required precautlons in the operation of a track
motorcar

Cated at Washington, D C , this twenty-{irst
day of May, 1958

Ry the Comm:ssion, Commlssioner Tuggle

(SFAL) HAROLD [ McCOY,

Secretary



